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19th century race before the emperor MEIJI at  UENO Park in TOKYO
Toward the end of the Tokugawa  Shogunate era in 1861, the first European –type  horse race in Japan  took 
place in Yokohama under the auspices of the Yokohama  Race Club which was formed by a group  of foreign 
residents in Yokohama. This was followed by races in Hakodate and Tokyo. In 1888, the Japan Race Club 
which was evolved from the Yokohama Race Club put  one dollar  pari-mutuel tickets on sale for club-
sponsored  races in  Yokohama  for the first time in Japan.  

HISTORY OF RACING IN JAPAN
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Flourishing under a New Post-War System 
A new Horse Racing Law was promulgated after World 
War Ⅱ , in 1948. With the dissolution of the Japan 
Racing Society, which had been established through the 
unification of a number of race clubs, and which had 
exclusively operated horse racing in Japan, horse racing 
which had thus far been officially approved was changed 
over to a nationally operated form of racing under the 
direct control of the national government. After that, in 
1954, the government established JRA, a semi- 
governmental corporation, to conduct all aspects of horse 
racing. This has since developed into the horse racing 
which is conducted by JRA today. On the other hand, in 
accordance with the new Horse Racing Law promulgated 
in 1948, races conducted by private equine organizations 
at that time were placed under the direct jurisdiction of 
local governments. In other words, these races were what 
are referred to today as “racing by local governments”. 
The operation of horse racing has been changed from the 
control of private equine organization to that of local 
governments. 
With the revision of the Horse Racing Law in 1962, the 
National Association of Racing (NAR) was established. 

The operation of racing by local governments has been 
unified, and its foundation made more firm through the 
establishment of NAR.  
 

Races and racecourses 
 
Structure of horseracing by local governments 
Racing by local governments consists of 14 local 
governments located throughout the country, which serve 
as organizers of the races held within their jurisdiction. 
These 14 local governments are comprised of 2 
prefectural governments, 2 municipals, and 10 
joint-organizations. 
NAR is the authority that oversees this racing by local 
governments organized by 14 local governments. 
Racecourses 
The map shows the location of racecourses in Japan. 
There are 15 racecourses used for racing by local 
governments. Of these, the 7 with ☆ are racecourses 
that hold night races.  
The lengths of racecourses of local governments range 
from between 1,051 meters and 1,600 meters. Their track 
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Japan. And in 1973, Oi Racecourse held its first 
invitational race that allows JRA horses to run. Since 
then, the number of these races has increased. 
Furthermore, amid growing momentum toward the 
establishment of a race system, the Dirt Race Grading 
Committee was set up in 1996 to make appropriate 
selections of excellent dirt horses without distinction 
between JRA and racing by local governments. 
As a result, major dirt races throughout the country were 
ranked and “Graded Dirt Races” came to be implemented. 
After that, the Japanese Graded Race Committee was set 
up in 2008, and now both turf and dirt races in Japan are 
graded by this committee. 
In 2016, there were 40 dirt races by local governments 
which were graded by this committee.  And these races 
are also noted in the International Cataloguing 
Standards. Ratings of each runner were prepared as a 
foundation for ranking for Graded Dirt Races and from 

1998, each runner was assigned a certain number of 
pounds in the JPN Thoroughbred Rankings.  
 
 

  

Promotion 
Collaboration and coordination among racing 
organizers 
－Expansion of commercial market areas－ 
 
In the past, organizers of racing by local governments 
used to take care of betting sales within narrow local 
areas based on the prefecture when the racecourse was 
located, as prescribed by the Horse Racing Law. However, 
the legal requirements and other regulations were eased, 
since there are limits to sales within an area with a 
limited population. Now it is the norm for organizers of 
racing by local governments in neighboring areas to 
collaborate in mutual off-track sales, as a way of boosting 
sales. 
Meanwhile, with the introduction “listed races” 
mentioned just now, more and more racing by local 
government organizers have been joining forces in 
promoting off-track sales nationwide. 
This has given rise to a system of nationwide off-track 
sales for principal races, with particular focus on listed 
races. 
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Attendance and Turnover in 2016
Local Government Racing

Race

Days Daily Total Comparison Daily Avg.

2016 Avg (thousand yen)
with 2015

(%)
(thousand

yen)

Banei Obihiro* 149 263,499 1,768 95.8 15,362,563.2 107.4 103,104.5 109.6 13,996,354.4 111.6 10,660,280.7 117.0

Hokkaido Mombetsu 80 50,006 625 90.5 20,213,847.70 120.7 252,673.1 120.7 19,855,508.20 121.7 15,536,747.40 130.2

Iwate Morioka 66 145,170 2,200 100.1 14,723,374.3 127.7 223,081.4 116.1 13,542,987.6 118.1 7,891,909.3 132.0

Mizusawa 64 131,952 2,062 100.7 11,414,167.0 99.7 178,346.4 110.6 10,014,924.8 111.8 5,208,897.7 124.5

130 277,122 2,132 100.7 26,137,541.3 113.7 201,058.0 114.6 23,557,912.4 116.5 13,100,807.0 131.0

47 176,338 3,752 100.7 36,775,750.16 102.3 782,462.8 108.8 33,460,027.86 110.2 20,511,938.86 115.9

55 165,410 3,007 84.0 47,662,142.91 115.9 866,584.4 111.7 44,798,814.41 113.0 28,083,794.61 122.0

97 585,328 6,034 96.5 116,605,453.50 106.0 1,202,118.1 107.1 104,388,865.20 108.6 67,320,523.50 116.4

66 362,917 5,499 118.6 64,308,181.15 127.7 974,366.4 118.0 58,769,711.15 119.3 38,030,123.75 129.4

81 243,789 3,010 102.7 15,248,629.1 121.8 188,254.7 117.3 11,967,922.5 122.9 9,289,528.3 135.4

99 97,120 981 96.9 18,320,292.0 119.1 185,053.5 115.5 17,023,848.9 117.2 11,964,125.1 128.3

112 165,245 1,475 107.5 26,937,557.9 121.6 240,513.9 121.6 24,701,190.4 123.3 17,994,074.4 132.8

Hyogo Sonoda 162 418,615 2,584 97.6 50,366,758.9 119.4 310,905.9 118.7 44,017,712.4 122.5 32,697,333.1 131.9

Himeji 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0

162 418,615 2,584 97.6 50,366,758.9 119.4 310,905.9 118.7 44,017,712.4 122.5 32,697,333.1 131.9

103 71,350 693 97.5 22,558,662.1 130.1 219,016.1 132.7 21,415,478.5 135.1 19,391,307.0 137.6

105 325,535 3,100 99.4 16,725,403.3 103.2 159,289.6 108.2 13,751,036.4 110.6 9,780,836.6 117.6

1,286 3,202,274 2,490 99.9 477,222,783.22 114.4 371,090.8 114.5 431,704,382.72 116.4 294,361,420.32 125.4

Comparison
with 2015 / day

(%)

Nagoya

Urawa

Funabashi

Turnover (on and off-course) Turnover (off-course only)

Iwate Total

Attendance and Turnover 2016 (Racing by Local Governments)

Including telephone-
betting (thousand yen)

Telephone-betting
only (thousand

yen)

Grand Total

Kasamatsu

Hyogo Total

Kochi

Saga

Oi

Kawasaki

Kanazawa

Attendance (on-course)

Racecourse
Total

Comparison
with 2015 / day

(%)

Comparison
with 2015 / day

(%)

Comparison
with 2015 / day

(%)
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1st purse Total purse Turnover

(yen) (yen) (yen)

1 Tokyo Daishoten ＧⅠ Oi Dec. 29 3up D2000 Weight for Age 80,000,000 136,000,000 Apollo Kentucky* 3,732,695,200

tolal 80,000,000 136,000,000 3,732,695,200

1st purse Total purse Turnover

(yen) (yen) (yen)

1 TCK Jo-o Hai Ⅲ Oi Jan. 13 4up f/m D1800 Special Weight 22,000,000 37,400,000 White Fugue* 481,653,800

2 Kawasaki Kinen Ⅰ Kawasaki Jan. 27 4up D2100 Weight for Age 60,000,000 102,000,000 Hokko Tarumae* 951,117,900

3 Saga Kinen Ⅲ Saga Feb. 11 4up D2000 Special Weight 23,000,000 34,500,000 Strong Souther* 345,950,600

4 Empress Hai Ⅱ Kawasaki Mar. 2 4up f/m D2100 Special Weight 35,000,000 59,500,000 Amour Briller* 432,126,000

5 Diolite Kinen Ⅱ Funabashi Mar. 9 4up D2400 Weight for Age 32,000,000 54,400,000 Chrysolite* 435,195,800

6 Kurofune Sho Ⅲ Kochi Mar. 15 4up D1400 Special Weight 21,000,000 31,500,000 Danon Legend* 287,274,500

7 Nagoya Daishoten Ⅲ Nagoya Mar. 17 4up D1900 Special Weight 21,000,000 31,500,000 Awardee* 274,163,600

8 Tokyo Sprint Ⅲ Oi Apr. 6 4up D1200 Special Weight 27,000,000 45,900,000 Corin Berry* 614,266,100

9 Marine Cup Ⅲ Funabashi Apr. 13 3up f/m D1600 Special Weight 21,000,000 35,700,000 Vita Allegria* 152,281,800

10 Kakitsubata Kinen Ⅲ Nagoya May 3 4up D1400 Special Weight 21,000,000 31,500,000 Nobo Baccara* 401,281,700

11 Hyogo Championship Ⅱ Sonoda May 4 3yo D1870 Weight for Age 28,000,000 42,000,000 K T Brave* 369,625,400

12 Kashiwa Kinen Ⅰ Funabashi May 5 4up D1600 Weight for Age 60,000,000 102,000,000 Copano Rickey* 1,230,230,800

13 Sakitama Hai Ⅱ Urawa June 1 4up D1400 Special Weight 31,000,000 52,700,000 Sorte 432,113,700

14 Hokkaido Sprint Cup Ⅲ Mombetsu June 9 3up D1200 Special Weight 22,000,000 33,000,000 Danon Legend* 267,896,800

15 Kanto Oaks Ⅱ Kawasaki June 15 3yo f D2100 Weight for Age 32,000,000 54,400,000 Tiny Dancer* 495,606,300

16 Teio Sho Ⅰ Oi June 29 4up D2000 Weight for Age 60,000,000 102,000,000 Copano Rickey* 1,711,081,700

17 Sparking Lady Cup Ⅲ Kawasaki July 6 3up f/m D1600 Special Weight 25,000,000 42,500,000 White Fugue* 471,109,300

18 Japan Dirt Derby Ⅰ Oi July 13 3yo D2000 Weight for Age 45,000,000 76,500,000 Kyoei Gere* 1,144,783,100

19 Mercury Cup Ⅲ Morioka July 18 3up D2000 Special Weight 23,000,000 34,500,000 Strong Souther* 507,556,600

20 Breeders' Gold  Cup Ⅲ Mombetsu Aug. 11 3up f/m D2000 Special Weight 25,000,000 37,500,000 Amour Briller* 258,947,700

21 Cluster Cup Ⅲ Morioka Aug. 16 3up D1200 Special Weight 23,000,000 34,500,000 Danon Legend* 320,036,100

22 Summer Champion Ⅲ Saga Aug. 18 3up D1400 Handicap 21,000,000 31,500,000 Graceful Leap* 192,253,400

23 Tele Tama Hai Oval Sprint Ⅲ Urawa Sep. 15 3up D1400 Special Weight 21,000,000 35,700,000 Laser Bullet* 291,762,300

24 Ladies' Prelude Ⅱ Oi Sep. 19 3up f/m D1800 Special Weight 31,000,000 52,700,000 Tamano Brunette* 654,509,200

25 Tokyo Hai Ⅱ Oi Sep. 22 3up D1200 Special Weight 35,000,000 59,500,000 Dream Valentino* 598,686,800

26 Nippon TV Hai Ⅱ Funabashi Sep. 28 3up D1800 Special Weight 32,000,000 54,400,000  Awardee* 393,118,800

27 Hakusan Daishoten Ⅲ Kanazawa Oct. 4 3up D2100 Special Weight 21,000,000 31,500,000 K T Brave* 256,060,800

28 Mile Championship Nambu Hai Ⅰ Morioka Oct. 10 3up D1600 Weight for Age 45,000,000 67,500,000 Copano Rickey* 641,135,800

29 Edelweiss Sho Ⅲ Mombetsu Oct. 13 2yo f D1200 Weight for Age 20,000,000 30,000,000 Rieno Tesoro* 169,247,900

30 Hokkaido Nisai Yushun Ⅲ Mombetsu Nov. 1 2yo D1800 Weight for Age 20,000,000 30,000,000  Epicharis* 208,328,400

31 JBC Classic Ⅰ Kawasaki Nov. 3 3up D2100 Weight for Age 80,000,000 136,000,000 Awardee* 1,617,341,100

32 JBC Sprint Ⅰ Kawasaki Nov. 3 3up D1400 Weight for Age 60,000,000 102,000,000 Danon Legend* 1,015,377,000

33 JBC Ladies' Classic Ⅰ Kawasaki Nov. 3 3up f/m D1600 Weight for Age 41,000,000 69,700,000 White Fugue* 851,709,200

34 Urawa Kinen Ⅱ Urawa Nov. 22 3up D2000 Special Weight 35,000,000 59,500,000 K T Brave* 373,554,800

35 Hyogo Junior Grand Prix Ⅱ Sonoda Nov. 23 2yo D1400 Weight for Age 22,000,000 33,000,000 Rose Julep 357,533,900

36 Queen Sho Ⅲ Funabashi Dec. 7 3up f/m D1800 Handicap 21,000,000 35,700,000 Trois Bonheur* 348,961,700

37 Zen-Nippon Nisai Yushun Ⅰ Kawasaki Dec. 14 2yo D1600 Weight for Age 35,000,000 59,500,000 Rieno Tesoro* 592,151,900

38 Nagoya Grand Prix Ⅱ Nagoya Dec. 15 3up D2500 Special Weight 31,000,000 46,500,000 Amour Briller* 338,172,800

39 Hyogo Gold Trophy Ⅲ Sonoda Dec. 28 3up D1400 Handicap 21,000,000 31,500,000 Nishiken Mononofu* 415,221,000

Total

2016(JPN)

Ⅰ-9R
Ⅱ-11R
Ⅲ-19R

1,249,000,000 2,041,700,000 20,899,426,100

An asterisk (*) indicates a registered horse by JRA.

 Listed Races by Local Governments in 2016
No. Race name Jpn Racecourse Date Age/Sex

Surface
 &

Distance (m)

Assigning
Weights

Winner

Graded Race by Local Governments in 2016
No. Race name  Gr. Racecourse Date Age/Sex

Surface
 &

Distance (m)

Assigning
Weights

Winner
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